
3.NOTESOFNAZISM ANDTHERISEOFHITLER

BirthoftheWeimarRepublic

Intheearlyyearsofthetwentiethcentury,GermanyfoughttheFirstWorldWar(1914-1918)

alongsidetheAustrianempireandagainsttheAllies(England,FranceandRussia.).All

resourcesofEuropeweredrainedoutbecauseofthewar.GermanyoccupiedFranceand

Belgium.But,unfortunately,Allies,strengthenedbytheUSentryin1917,won,defeating

GermanyandtheCentralPowersinNovember1918.AtWeimar,theNationalAssemblymetand

establishedademocraticconstitutionwithafederalstructure.IntheGermanParliament,

deputieswereelectedonthebasisofequalanduniversalvotescastbyalladultsincluding

women.Germanylostitsoverseascolonies.TheWarGuiltClauseheldGermanyresponsiblefor

thewaranddamagestheAlliedcountriessuffered.TheAlliedarmiesoccupiedRhinelandinthe

1920s.

TheEffectsoftheWar

Theentirecontinentwasdevastatedbythewarbothpsychologicallyandfinancially.Thewarof

guiltandnationalhumiliationwascarriedbytherepublicandwasfinanciallycrippledbybeing

forcedtopaycompensation.Socialists,CatholicsandDemocrats,supportedtheWeimar

Republicandtheyweremockinglycalledthe‘Novembercriminals’.TheFirstWorldWarlefta

deepimprintonEuropeansocietyandpolity.Soldiersareplacedaboveciviliansbut

unfortunately,soldierslivedamiserablelife.Democracywasayoungandfragileidea,which

couldnotsurvivetheinstabilitiesofinterwarEurope.

PoliticalRadicalism andEconomicCrises

TheWeimarRepublicbirthcoincidedwiththerevolutionaryuprisingoftheSpartacistLeagueon

thepatternoftheBolshevikRevolutioninRussia.Theycrushedtheuprisingwiththehelpofa

warveteransorganisationcalledFreeCorps.CommunistsandSocialistsbecameenemies.

Politicalradicalisationheightenedbytheeconomiccrisisof1923.Germanyrefusedtopay,and

theFrenchoccupieditsleadingindustrialarea,Ruhr,toclaim theircoal.TheimageofGermans

carryingcartloadsofcurrencynotestobuyaloafofbreadwaswidelypublicisedevoking

worldwidesympathy.Thiscrisiscametobeknownashyperinflation,asituationwhenprices

risephenomenallyhigh.

TheYearsofDepression



Theyearsbetween1924and1928sawsomestability.Thesupportofshort-term loanswas

withdrawnwhentheWallStreetExchangecrashedin1929.GreatEconomicDepressionstarted

andoverthenextthreeyears,between1929and1932,thenationalincomeoftheUSAfellby

half.TheeconomyofGermanywastheworsthit.Workersbecamejoblessandwentonstreets

withplacardssaying,‘Willingtodoanywork’.Youthindulgedthemselvesincriminalactivities.

Themiddleclassandsmallbusinessmenwerefilledwiththefearofproletarianisation,anxiety

ofbeingreducedtotheranksoftheworkingclassorunemployment.PoliticallyalsotheWeimar

Republicwasfragile.TheWeimarconstitutionduetosomeinherentdefectsmadeitunstable

andvulnerabletodictatorship.Oneinherentdefectwasproportionalrepresentation.Another

defectwasArticle48,whichgavethePresidentthepowerstoimposeemergency,suspendcivil

rightsandrulebydecree.

Hitler’sRisetoPower

Hilterrosetopower.Hewasbornin1889inAustriaandspenthisyouthinpoverty.IntheFirst

WorldWar,heenrolledforthearmy,actedasamessengerinthefront,becameacorporal,and

earnedmedalsforbravery.HitlerjoinedasmallgroupcalledtheGermanWorkers’Partyin1919.

HetookovertheorganisationandrenamedittheNationalSocialistGermanWorkers’Party,

whichlatercametobeknownastheNaziParty.In1923,heplannedtoseizecontrolofBavaria,

marchtoBerlinandcapturepower.DuringtheGreatDepression,Nazism becameamass

movement.After1929,bankscollapsed,businessesshutdown,workerslosttheirjobsandthe

middleclasseswerethreatenedwithdestitution.Insuchasituation,Nazipropagandastirred

hopesofabetterfuture.

Hitlerwasapowerfulspeakerandhiswordsmovedpeople.Inhisspeech,hepromisedtobuild

astrongnation,undotheinjusticeoftheVersaillesTreatyandrestorethedignityoftheGerman

people.Healsopromisedemploymentforthoselookingforworkandasecurefutureforthe

youth.Hepromisedtoweedoutallforeigninfluencesandresistallforeign‘conspiracies’

againstGermany.Hitlerstartedfollowinganewstyleofpoliticsandhisfollowersheldbigrallies

andpublicmeetingstodemonstratesupport.AccordingtotheNazipropaganda,Hitlerwas

calledamessiah,asaviour,assomeonewhohadarrivedtodeliverpeoplefrom theirdistress.

TheDestructionofDemocracy

PresidentHindenburgofferedtheChancellorship,on30January1933,thehighestpositionin

thecabinetofministers,toHitler.TheFireDecreeof28February1933suspendedcivicrights

likefreedom ofspeech,pressandassemblythathadbeenguaranteedbytheWeimar

constitution.On3March1933,thefamousEnablingActwaspassedwhichestablished



dictatorshipinGermany.Thestatetookcontrolovertheeconomy,media,armyandjudiciary.

Apartfrom thealreadyexistingregularpoliceingreenuniform andtheSAortheStorm

Troopers,theseincludedtheGestapo(secretstatepolice),theSS(theprotectionsquads),

criminalpoliceandtheSecurityService(SD).

Reconstruction

EconomicrecoverywasassignedtotheeconomistHjalmarSchachtbyHitlerwhoaimedatfull

productionandfullemploymentthroughastate-fundedwork-creationprogramme.Thisproject

producedthefamousGermansuperhighwaysandthepeople’scar,theVolkswagen.Hitlerruled

outtheLeagueofNationsin1933,reoccupiedtheRhinelandin1936,andintegratedAustriaand

Germanyin1938undertheslogan,Onepeople,OneempireandOneleader.Schachtadvised

Hitleragainstinvestinghugelyinrearmamentasthestatestillranondeficitfinancing.

TheNaziWorldview

Nazisarelinkedtoasystem ofbeliefandasetofpractices.Accordingtotheirideology,there

wasnoequalitybetweenpeople,butonlyaracialhierarchy.Racism ofHitlerborrowedfrom

thinkerslikeCharlesDarwinandHerbertSpencer.TheargumentofNaziwassimple:the

strongestracewouldsurviveandtheweakoneswouldperish.TheAryanracewasthefinest

whoretaineditspurity,becamestrongeranddominatedtheworld.TheotheraspectofHitler’s

ideologyrelatedtothegeopoliticalconceptofLebensraum,orlivingspace.Hitlerintendedto

extendGermanboundariesbymovingeastwards,toconcentrateallGermansgeographicallyin

oneplace.

EstablishmentoftheRacialState

Naziscameintopowerandquicklybegantoimplementtheirdream ofcreatinganexclusive

racialcommunityofpureGermans.Theywantedasocietyof‘pureandhealthyNordicAryans’.

UndertheEuthanasiaProgramme,Helmuth’sfatherhadcondemnedtodeathmanyGermans

whowereconsideredmentallyorphysicallyunfit.GermanyoccupiedPolandandpartsofRussia,

capturedciviliansandforcedthem toworkasslavelabour.Jewsremainedtheworstsufferers

inNaziGermany.HitlerhatedJewsbasedonpseudoscientifictheoriesofrace.From 1933to

1938theNazisterrorised,pauperisedandsegregatedtheJews,compellingthem toleavethe

country.

TheRacialUtopia



Genocideandwarbecametwosidesofthesamecoin.Polandwasdividedandmuchofnorth-

westernPolandwasannexedtoGermany.

PeopleofPolandwereforcedtoleavetheirhomesandproperties.MembersofthePolish

intelligentsiaweremurderedinlargenumbers,polishchildrenwholookedlikeAryanswere

forciblysnatchedfrom theirmothersandexaminedby‘raceexperts’.

YouthinNaziGermany

Hitlerwasinterestedintheyouthofthecountry.Schoolswerecleansedandpurified.Germans

andJewswerenotallowedtositorplaytogether.Inthe1940sJewsweretakentothegas

chambers.IntroductionofracialsciencetojustifyNaziideasofrace.Childrenweretaughttobe

loyalandsubmissive,hateJewsandworshipHitler.Youthorganisationswereresponsiblefor

educatingGermanyouthin‘thespiritofNationalSocialism’.Attheageof14,boyshadtojoin

theNaziyouthorganisationwheretheyweretaughttoworshipwar,glorifyaggressionand

violence,condemndemocracy,andhateJews,communists,Gypsiesandallthosecategorised

as‘undesirable’.Later,theyjoinedtheLabourService,attheageof18andservedinthearmed

forcesandenteroneoftheNaziorganisations.In1922,theYouthLeagueoftheNaziswas

founded.

TheNaziCultofMotherhood

InNaziGermany,childrenweretoldwomenweredifferentfrom men.Boysweretaughttobe

aggressive,masculineandsteelheartedandgirlsweretoldtobecomegoodmothersandrear

pure-bloodedAryanchildren.Girlshadtomaintainpurityoftherace,distancefrom Jews,look

aftertheirhomeandteachtheirchildrenNazivalues.Butallmotherswerenottreatedequally.

HonoursCrosseswereawardedtothosewhoencouragedwomentoproducemorechildren.

Bronzecrossforfourchildren,silverforsixandgoldforeightormore.Womenwhomaintained

contactwithJews,PolesandRussianswereparadedthroughthetownwithshavedheads,

blackenedfacesandplacardshangingaroundtheirnecksannouncing‘Ihavesulliedthehonour

ofthenation’.

TheArtofPropaganda

Nazistermedmasskillingsasspecialtreatment,finalsolution(fortheJews),euthanasia(for

thedisabled),selectionanddisinfections.‘Evacuation’meantdeportingpeopletogaschambers.

Gaschamberswerelabelledas‘‘disinfection-areas’,andlookedlikebathroomsequippedwith



fakeshowerheads.Naziideaswerespreadthroughvisualimages,films,radio,posters,catchy

slogansandleaflets.OrthodoxJewswerestereotypedandmarkedandwerereferredtoas

vermin,ratsandpests.TheNazismadeequaleffortstoappealtoallthedifferentsectionsof

thepopulation.TheysoughttowintheirsupportbysuggestingthatNazisalonecouldsolveall

theirproblems.

OrdinaryPeopleandtheCrimesAgainstHumanity

PeoplestartedseeingtheworldthroughNazieyesandspoketheirNazilanguage.Theyfelt

hatredandangeragainstJewsandgenuinelybelievedNazism wouldbringprosperityand

improvegeneralwell-being.PastorNiemoellerprotestedanuncannysilence,amongstordinary

GermansagainstbrutalandorganisedcrimescommittedintheNaziempire.CharlotteBeradt’s

bookcalledtheThirdReichofDreamsdescribeshowJewsthemselvesbeganbelievinginthe

Nazistereotypesaboutthem.

KnowledgeabouttheHolocaust

ThewarendedandGermanywasdefeated.WhileGermanswerepreoccupiedwiththeirown

plight,theJewswantedtheworldtoremembertheatrocitiesandsufferingstheyhadendured

duringtheNazikillingoperations–alsocalledtheHolocaust.Whentheylostthewar,theNazi

leadershipdistributedpetroltoitsfunctionariestodestroyallincriminatingevidenceavailablein

offices.


